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March’s First Word Deadline is Feb 10th.
Please e-mail articles to cyndi@fpcvegas.org
or call the church office at 384-4554.

First Word

FEBRUARY 2012

+ February is one of my favorite months because of the number of holidays that
* fall in this special month. We begin the month with Groundhog Day that seems

e
~
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to come repeatedly. This unsung holiday, celebrated on February 2nd, gives us
an opportunity to predict a little of the future. Next on February 14th, we
celebrate St. Valentine’s Day and remember that he gave his life for his faith and
lived his life sharing Christian love. In fact, the Nuremberg Chronicles claim
that Claudius Il martyred Valentine because he was performing Christian
marriages against the edict of Rome. Then, on February 20th, we celebrate the
birthdays of two of our greatest presidents, George Washington and Abraham
Lincoln. Finally, as a country, throughout the month of February, we celebrate
the tremendous contributions of African Americans to our culture.

This past month | have been reading about George Washington and have learned
a great deal about the man whose birth we celebrate this month. | learned that he
was disciplined, that he was a man of character and that he made his fair share of
mistakes. Most importantly, | learned that when it comes to integrity there is no
man who had greater character than our first president. As | researched the life
of Washington, | was surprised to learn that there was one event, seldom told in
history lessons that challenged Washington’s integrity and character more than
any other. This event in Washington’s life tested him as the future of America
hung in the balance.

On March 15, 1783, after Washington had formed and led the continental army
in its fight for liberty, after he had survived the bleak 1778 winter at Valley
Forge, and routed the British at Yorktown and Trenton, Washington was forced
to face his own officers as they proposed open rebellion. On March 15, 1783, in
the Temple of Honor at Newburg, New York, General Washington spoke to his
officers who were planning to march on Philadelphia in order to remove the
congress from power. This conspiracy was hatched because the congress had
failed to pay the army and the soldiers felt it was time they were paid. Had this
insurrection succeeded, the experiment in liberty and democracy in America
would have ended in its infancy.

Faced with such a challenge, Washington marched into the fray and stood alone
amongst the men with whom he had served. He was a man of principle and he
would not back down. He stood his ground, made a rousing speech and the men
in the room were swayed to tears. With his integrity, passion and character
General George Washington was able to save the republic. One man stood tall
with conviction and changed history.

This month we celebrate George’s birth, but more importantly, this month we
live with the liberty, freedom and rights defended by his conviction and passion.
As Christians, we should take note. We are called to be people of conviction,
character and integrity. Anything else is hypocrisy when it comes to our faith. It
is my prayer that each of us develops the kind of character and integrity
demonstrated by our first president. It is also my prayer that each of us knows
that one person’s character and passion for their beliefs can change the world.

- Pastor Jim
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* There are special gifts that I'd like .‘]

to give. but what can I give You for

;' Valentine’s Day? ‘;

a kiss is but a moment in time.

-;' and a song lasts a little while longer. ‘;.
a special chocolate seems like heaven
':' that melts in a second. ‘i'

But. I know a longer lasting gift ‘I
that I can give to You

‘ ’ is the Gift of ‘ ‘
my Love-filled t
‘ Heart. tl

an

= Jan Crandall

Ash Wednesday Service .
Wednesday, February 22nd at 7:00 p.m. ‘t'
Summerlin Presbyterian Church —
Join us for worship on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd at 7:00 ) -
p.m. in the Sanctuary.
(L

Preaching Schedule

Date First Presbyterian Summerlin

2/05/12 Jim Houston-Hencken Dana Pope

2/12/12 Jim Houston-Hencken Dana Pope

2/19/12 Bob Lockhart Dana Pope

2/26/12 Dana Pope Jim Houston-Hencken

3/04/12 Jim Houston-Hencken Dana Pope
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A Christ Centered Family ... Summerlin News

WHAT’S HAPPENIN’
AT SUMMERLIN

OF CARING

Feb 5th is the Souper Bowl of Caring. We will collect soup for the
local area pantries on January 29th and February 5th. At SPC we
will have a ‘Big’ Soup Bowl for the collection of money and/or
soups in Fellowship Hall.

At FPC, there will also be a place for collecting soups in the
Narthex on January 29th and February 5th. This is a national
campaign to help feed the needy and homeless in local areas.

Our ministers lead the congregation at:
Summerlin Presbyterian Church
4590 S. Hualapai Way #103

Las Vegas, NV 89147 Y 4

www.summerlinpc.org .
Sunday Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. llllﬂ III GIII’lSI ‘ 1
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A Note From Padre Bob

Yes! You in the back row! Listen up! Padre Bob and his infamous "Traveling Salvation
Show" will be here at First Presbyterian Church on Sunday, February 19th.

He will be here along with his new "Reflections"--"What'ja Call?"

The "Reflections” will span from Ash Wednesday--Easter Morning.

By now, if you have an "e-mail" address, you will have received one of his infamous notes with
the request for you to pre-order. The cost will still be $10 per copy. For orders of 5+, the cost
will be $5.00 per copy, so place your order EARLY!

Also, like a "barker” at a carnival, "step right up and see for yourself, the Padre's brand new
book named "Whew!" It will have "Reflections” from EASTER NIGHT THROUGH
PENTECOST! '

So, the Padre will "see ya when I seezs ya!"

g/mwa}ng Qe f Ailte on Weeks @a,?;v Go d’s%\t’;gy /

Women’s Studies: Pastors Studies:
Women’s Bible Study Fellowship Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Study: Proverbs
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. Study: Mark
Contact: Nancy Poliner
npoliner@lvcoxmail.com Men'’s Studies:
or 254-2561

Thursdays at 6:15 p.m. in the Knox House
G.LF.T.S. at Summerlin PC

Ladies Friday morning Bible Study
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Study: “The Power of a Woman’s
Words,” by Sharon Jaynes
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Growing Our Faith Hour for Adults...

Sunday Mornings at 9:45 a.m.

New sessions of adult classes are offered every six weeks so that individuals can be equally
comfortable attending one class all year long; begin a class in the middle of the year or switch
from class to class as the subjects and/or teachers change and intrigue you!

Before each new 6 week session an adult gathering is held during the 9:45 a.m. Growing Our
Faith hour to introduce the classes that will be offered for the upcoming six weeks.

-~
TAKE A mx ! Sunday February 19™ at 9:45 a.m. in the Social Hall
All adults are encouraged to come enjoy a pot luck continental breakfast and Take a Look at the
Sunday morning classes that will be offered for the six weeks of Lent, beginning on Sunday,
February 26"

C

>~ THERE’S A
C1.ASS FOR YOU

Growing Our Children’s Faith...

wab Wild Gummer SonFuy

Ages/Grade: 3 years through incoming 2™ graders
Dates: Monday, June 11 through Thursday, June 14, 2012
Time: 9:30 — 11:30 a.m.

SonFun is specially planned for the unique developmental needs and skills of young children.
Each day includes time for free play indoors and out, classroom activities, special snacks, a
large group time of singing, a daily Bible Lesson and Jimmy & Jenny Puppet plays.

This year’s SonFun theme is Wet N” Wild. Each day will focus on a different Wet N* Wild
Bible story and we will join puppets Jimmy and Jenny on their summer vacation adventures at
the beach.

SonFun also includes a Mother’s Bible Study and Nursery for children under 3 years old. Plan

now to be a part of SonFun this summer at FPCVegas and watch for SonFun Registration bro-
chures available early spring.

First Word, February 2012 page 5
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Calvin Crest Summer Camps

For years children, youth and families from FPCVegas have been traveling to the beautiful
Sierras just outside of Yosemite every summer to attend camps at Calvin Crest. In addition to
being a great Christian community, where campers of all ages grow closer to God, Calvin Crest
offers swimming, hiking, boating, crafts, Biblical teaching, and Christian fellowship.

This summer FPCVegas will be taking children and youth to the following Calvin Crest camps

Camp Ages Date Cost

Sherwood Forest incoming 3" - 6" graders ~ June 24 - 30, 2012 $395 + transportation*
Middle School incoming 6" - 8" graders  June 24 -30, 2012 $435 + transportation*
High School  incoming 9" - 12" graders  July 22 - 28,2012  $435 + transportation*

*Transportation costs are determined by the number of individuals attending camp.
Transportation fees will be calculated and published after the registration deadline.

FPC supports all ministries of Calvin Crest camps and conferences, but will only
coordinate registration; recruit and train counselors; and provide transportation for the
camp dates listed above. Campers attending these camps are eligible for FPC scholarship
funds and may apply C.A.S.H. funds to the registration fee and/or transportation costs*.

Registration forms along with details pertaining to registration procedures, payment deadlines,
scholarships, C.A.S.H. funds and transportation information for the FPCVegas camp dates have
been mailed out. Additional registration packets are available from the church office and at the
Calvin Crest Night on February 10, 2011. All forms and payments for these camps are to be
submitted to FPC (NOT Calvin Crest). The DEADLINE to register to attend camp with
FPCVegas is Sunday, February 26, 2012.

Those who choose to attend other Calvin Crest camps must register independently with Calvin
Crest and will be considered on an individual basis for FPC Scholarship and C.A.S.H. funds
only after those attending FPCVegas camp dates. Transportation will not be provided for any
camps other than the FPCVegas dates.

Calvin Crest Family Camp

Calvin Crest also offers two weeks of Family Camp at the beginning of the summer. Many FPC
families will attend Family Camp 3, July 1 —7, 2012. FPCVegas recommends Family Camp to
any family who is looking for a Christ-Centered summer camp experience for the entire family.
Families interested in attending Family Camp must contact and register directly with Calvin
Crest, on line at www.calvincrest.com, over the phone (559) 683 4450 ext. 205 or by mail
45800 Calvin Crest Road, Oakhurst, CA 93644.

If you have questions regarding Calvin Crest camps or registration please contact the church
and speak with Lou Pennebaker or Melany Hogan.

First Word, February 2012 page 6
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CalvinCrest

Come and Join the FUN
February 10th at 6pm

Please come to the Calvin Crest Night at First soup & SCIICId
Presbyterian Church to hear information
about summer camp with dates, costs and
informational DVDs. - Donations taken for dinner

Where: 1515 W. Charleston [ ] Time: 6pm
Social Hall

CALVIN CREST NIGHT

There will be crafts for the younger children,

o O
with music, ministry and fellowship for
everyone.
Calvin Crest is the place to be this summer. 5000feet
Come on the 10th to learn more about it.

Sponsored by

o Questions??? Contact Melanie Dunlop @ 553-5767 <,
o
X%
e Want to help by bringing soup, salad or bread, please call Melanie. x
Excited to see you therel Friends of Calvin Crest

See previous article for camp dates and registration information
for FPC/SPC members.

First Word, February 2012 page 7
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Grief Seminar
Beginning Tuesday, February 7th at 9:30 a.m.
Room 15

We all face loss in life. FPC invites all who have recently lost a
spouse, child, family member, or friend to come and participate
in GriefShare.

GriefShare is a grief recovery support group which will begin at
9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 7th and will meet every
Tuesday morning after for 13 weeks. GriefShare is a seminar
and small group that features biblical teaching on grief and
recovery topics, and is structured in standalone sessions. (If you
are unable to commit for the entire 14 weeks, we encourage you
to come when you can!)

If you are interested in joining such a small group, or you would
like to help with this ministry, please contact Pastor Dana or
Mary Kay Keiser or call the church office.

Loving Our Neighbors...

o

Presbyterian Women Winter Gathering
February 16, 2012 at Noon
Social Hall

Ladies! Mark your calendars for the PW Winter
Gathering on February 16th at noon in the Social
Hall. Lunch will be hosted by Hannah and Lydia
Circles. The program will be presented by the
Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center for Brain
Health. All women are invited!!

Homebound Communion

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is
celebrated on the first Sunday of
each month in worship. If you are
homebound, or in the hospital and
cannot attend church to receive
communion, the sacrament can be
brought to you. Please call the
church office 384-4554 to make
arrangements for a time during the
week when the officers of the
church may bring communion to

you. (i\

Communion

for those

Homebound
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Valentine Candy Factory

Saturday, February 4™ from 2 — 4 p.m. in the FPC Social Hall

All ages are invited to come and create valentine confections to take home and enjoy or to give
to your Valentine. We will gather together in the FPC Social Hall on Saturday, February 4"
from 2:00 — 4:00 p.m. for an afternoon of Loving Our Neighbors and lots and lots of
CHOCOLATE. Supplies will be provided to create numerous treats for your sweetheart. There
IS no cost to attend and participate in the Valentine Candy Factory but donations will be
accepted to help cover the cost of the variety of chocolate and all other candy creation supplies.

Participants are asked to bring a savory finger food snack to share as we will be making plenty
of sweet treats to enjoy and/or take home.

December Blanket Distribution
with Amazing Grace

Thank you to First Presbyterian Church’s Youth Group and
others for their generous contributions and participation
that helped those in need.

- Jim Stuhmer

Amazing Grace Ministries

—~——
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MINISTRY

The Carol Choir would like to extend their thanks to all who have saved their laundry detergent
caps for their upcoming project. The last Sunday we will be collecting these will be Sunday,
February 12, 2012. Please give them to Heather Chance, David Sherman, or feel free to drop
them off at the sound booth at the back of the sanctuary.

Help Decorate the Sanctuary
for Easter!

Easter Sunday. Following the worship service you may then deliver them to someone special,
use them in your own home, or leave them to be taken to those who could use a little cheer.
With care these plants should last the year. We do, however, ask that you leave them in the
sanctuary until after the end of the postlude following the 11:00 a.m. service.

Watch for the order forms and prices in the bulletin in the coming weeks. If you wish to
purchase the plant as a dedication or memoriam, an insert listing them will be placed in the
Easter Bulletin. Please fill out the order form and notate as such. Deadline for orders will be
Sunday, April 1, 2012.

The Music Department is offering the chance to sponsor a musician (brass, strings, and
woodwinds) that will be incorporated in worship on Easter Sunday. These special additions are
not possible without the generous support of individuals in our church as gifts for all to
share. If you are interested, you can find a “Sponsor a Musician” donation envelope at the
welcome table in the Narthex of the Sanctuary, or send your gift to the church office with a note
stating “Sponsor a Musician”.

First Word, February 2012 page 10
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o February Birthdays
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2/1 Sharon Wilson 2/12 Michelle Duncan 2/22 Robert Eaton

2/3 Dwight Fillmore 2/13 Laura Turner 2/22 Brian Holthus

2/3 Suzan Sibert 2/13 Alisa Zyla 2/23 Camille Fine

2/4 Jeannie Einsiedel 2/14 Phyllis McGuire 2/25 Vicki Borders

2/4 Frances Miller 2/14 Ethel Sparling 2/25 Cindie Hernandez
2/6 Catherine Carlston 2/15 Jack Proud 2/25 Margaret Marsh

2/6 Douglas Sinclair 2/15 Megan Trenkler 2/25 Allison Neighbors
2/6 Teresa Thompson 2/16 Edward Benton 2/25 Pat Reid

217 Patricia Brigham 2/16 Bill Palmer 2/25 Patricia Spring

217 Stephani Martinez 2/17 Susan Brooks 2/26 Marie Ravenholt

217 Phyllis Noblitt 2/19 Fred Ohene 2/27 Carol Dyreng

217 Suzy Oquist 2/20 Adjovi Assiobo-Adja 2127 Leonie Mowat

217 Nicole O'Rourke 2/20 Amy Leonard 2/27 Meghan O'Donoghue
2/9 James Nelson 2/21 Wilbur Brewer 2/27 Dawn Sinclair

2/11 Karen Camuglia 2/21 William Roper 2/28 Jerry Reeves

2/11 Marilyn Dimmick 2/21 Maggie Schiffbauer 2/28 Harry Wineman

211 Michael Harris ; incorrect, please contact the church office so that we can update our records.

Monthly Operating Surplus / (Deficit)
13 MONTH'S RESULTS

120 in thousands
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—=—SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)| 18 2 | (17) | 43) | 4 (6) 2 2 | (13) | (13) | (@ 3 19
SURPLUYS-I/-([I))EFICIT) . . WS REVENUES . EEMMEXPENSES .

Total regular revenue year-to-date is $769K,
Total regular expenses year-to-date are $835K
YTD deficit is ($65K) - Total surplus this month is $19K

Mission giving in December was $4.4K and disbursements were $2.8K.
Mission giving YTD is $38.8K and mission disbursements, $37.0K.
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... Church Family News

CHURCH MOUSE

Submitted by
a member of our congregation

On Christmas Day, after Santa and
Christmas breakfast and all the hoopla a 6
year old girl said “Okay, when do we go
to church?”

The uncle said, “Oh we don’t go to church
since we went to mass last night.”
Bewildered the child said, “What? It is
Sunday AND Jesus’ birthday and we
don’t go to church?”

The uncle replied, “No.” The child stated,
“That’s just wrong!”

Do you have some news to share, a joke
that would make each of us laugh, or
maybe you saw something or someone

5
Letters to the Congregation “N/—=3

To the kind and thoughtful friends at FPC, | believe it
was a deacon who delivered a Christmas package to
our home filled with home-baked treats, candy and
stationery.  You gift was welcomed and greatly
appreciated. Thank you ever so much.

- Don and Mary Shepard

Thank you so much to the Deacons for the goody bag
that was brought to Bob at Christmas in the hospital.
May you continue to do God’s work.

Thank you to the First Pres. family for all your prayers,
cards, concerns, phone calls, and hospital visits. This
has been a difficult time for our family, and we greatly
appreciate all of your support and kindness. We feel
truly blessed to be a part of the church family. We
thank God daily for the many blessing He has shown us
during Bob’s rehabilitation.

- Bob and Joan Clark

I wish to thank all of you for your prayers, cards, and
calls during my hip replacement surgery. It is so

wonderful to be in a church that is so caring, loving. |
have no doubt that your prayers had a lot to do with my
having such a painless and speedy recovery.

- Mary Hawley

doing something that should be
recognized? If so, let the Church Mouse
know.

Project Neon Meeting
Project Neon, the $1.5 billion freeway expansion project that

PRESBYTERIAN N T4 will remodel 1-15 from the Spaghetti Bowl to Sahara Ave has
begun phase 1 of it five phase development process. First
Presbyterian Church will be significantly impacted by this project. A
special community meeting to outline the new design and the work
to be done in the first phase will be held at the Springs Preserve on
February 8th from 3:30 pm until 6:00 pm. There will be a
presentation by NDOT at 5:00 pm. All interested church members are
encouraged to attend this presentation. It is our desire to let NDOT
know that the church is important to us and to Las Vegas. Please join us
at this meeting.

rearranged is
BEST IN PRAYER

First Word, February 2012 page 12
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Some Highlights in Black History

- Submitted by Charles and Ruthy Stull

Have you ever wondered how the month of February, became Black History Month? The
month of February was not chosen because it is the shortest month of the year, as some people
thought. It begins with Frederick Douglas, a black man. A slave, born in 1817, a person that
wanted to change customs, laws and practices that did not apply for all people, so he did. In the
year of 1838 Frederick Douglas escaped from slavery and started working for a Publishing
Company. Like most people born into slavery, Frederick Douglas never knew his birthday, so
he invented a birthday for himself. Because he knew he had been born in the teens, he chose
1817 as his birth year. And because he remembered that his mother called him her “Little
Valentine” he chose February 14th as his birth date. Later, Dr. Carter G. Woodson, an educator
and a black man, chose the second week of February to give honor to Frederick Douglas.

In 1926, Dr. Carter G. Woodson was the founding father of our “Negro History Week”. Since
1926, the celebration has gone through some name changes. For example:

In 1926 - Negro History Week
In 1970 - Afro-American History Month
Today - Black History Month

The real reason for “Black History Month” is to recognize achievements and contributions by
Black Americans since February 1926. Like other races they have their own celebration during
the year.

Dr. Woodson chose the second week of February for “Negro History Week” because it marks
the birthdays of two men who greatly influenced the Black Americans population, Frederick
Douglas and Abraham Lincoln.

February 23, 1868:
W.E.B. Dubois, Important Civil Rights Leader and co-founder of the
NAACP.
First black to earn a PhD degree.

February 3, 1870:
The 15th Amendment was passed granting blacks the right to vote.

February 25, 1870:

The First Black U.S. Senator, Hiram R. Revels (1822-1900) took the oath
of office.

First Word, February 2012 page 13
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Some Highlights in Black History (cont.)

February 1, 1900:
In what would become a Civil Rights Movement milestone, a group of
black Greensboro, N.C. college students began a sit-in at a segregated
Woolworth’s lunch counter.

February 12, 1909:
The National Association For The Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) was founded by a group of concerned black and white citizens
in New York City.

January 20, 2009:
Barack Obama became the First African-American President of these
United States. Change has come to America, can you handle this
change? Yes. We. Can.

C ELEBRATE

BLACK
HISTORY I H*\]e -

a DReam..”

AF BQM'AMEM%N

ory Month s
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F amily Promise /G/ Family Promise
(//\( ol Las Vegas

This year our church will be hosting Family Promise from March 4th through the 18th. We are in
need of many volunteers. Last year we helped four families/twelve guests. To do this it took ap-
proximately 70 volunteers, and 450 hours. We served 504 meals. There are many ways you can help:

1. You can prepare and serve dinner to our guests.

2. Stay overnight with our guests. Come early and have dinner with them.

3. Donate money to buy breakfast and lunch supplies (milk, cereal, juice, lunch meats,

cheese, fruit, etc.)

If you have special dates you would like to help, please contact us early, or if you need more
information call Crystal Acuncius at 696-9333 or email clacuncius@cox.net, or Linda Debo at
457-1424 or email Invegas@cox.net.

Sign ups will be available on the patio starting February 12th. Stop by and see us.

Family Promise is an Interfaith Hospitality Network helping to keep homeless families together. To
learn more about Family Promise you can go to their website: www.familypromiselv.com.

What does the Lord require of you?
To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.
In February we are collecting foods that are easy to chew or swallow or

nutritionally dense. Q

Please return items to FPCVegas by Februaryl7th. LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES

OF NEVADA

Prayers For the Military

Members of our Christ Centered Family have requested prayer for loved ones who are serving our country. If you would like
a loved one to be added to the list please fill out a prayer request during worship service or call the office at 384-4554.
Afghanistan a decorated combat war veteran and will move to ly“
Hawaii with his family. He is the grandson of Robert &Sara

Diefenderfer and nephew of Kathy Silvas. FOR OUUR MILITARY

Sgt. Mark Philip Trembath, US Army, son of Karen Fillmore.
Capt. Amy Wilkins, Air Force, deployed to Irag.

LCDR Stephen A. Audelo, US Navy, stationed in Rhode Island,
grandson of Sara & Robert Diefenderfer and son of Kathy
Silvas.

Christopher Vicory, deployed to Afghanistan, son-in-law of
Martha Santanilla.

PFC Jefferson D. Steenbergen, US Army, returned from
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