FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, Las Vegas Nevada

Stated Meeting of Session

September 27, 2004

SUMMARY of SESSION ACTIONS (see the action details and discussion below):

Action 9-1:  Session approved a “Minute for Mission” for Duke Simms October 3rd in the morning worship services to explain the Young Readers Council ministry.  
Action 9-2:  Session approved Elders James Stuhmer, Nola Asher, and Robert Eaton, under the supervision of Elder Lee Styer, CLP, to administer the Sacrament of Communion during Amazing Grace Ministries worship services at times and places of this Ministry’s determination.    

Action 9-3:  Session approved the baptism of Madilyn Phillips and Nathan Phillips, during the worship services on Sunday, October 3, 2004.
Action 9-4:  Session authorized $1800 for repair of the donated Ford Explorer.
Action 9-5:  Session approved hosting CORE on Saturday, March 5, 2005 from 8:00am to 4:00pm in the Chapel, Great Room, and Fireside Room.  
Action 9-6:  For the Session, the Worship Commission decided to record only one worship service each Sunday and keep the tape for one year.  
Action 9-7:  For the Session, the Worship Commission decided that if there is a baptism, the family will receive a tape of the service.  
 Action 9-8:  For the Session, the Worship Commission decided to dim the lights in the choir loft before the sermon.  
Action 9-9:  Session approved an Impact Service Concert Event on Sunday, January 9, 2005 featuring: Shaun Grove in concert, a cost budget not to exceed $3000, the concert to be funded with ticket sales, and the proceeds to go to the Church General Fund.  Session also approved a pre-revenue expenditure of a $1000 guarantee to meet the contract deadline.
Action 9-10:  Session approved the Deacons request for a “Minute for Mission” to announce their “Warm Up the Homeless” drive and ask for donations of clothing, and for its announcement in the Bulletin for the four weeks of October.  
Action 9-11  For the Session, the Support Commission will begin paying down the principle of the $37,000 loan from Presbytery (plus 4.0 percent interest on the outstanding balance) over the next ten years.

Action 9-12  For the Session, the Support Commission shall receive donations of up to $500 (already pledged) to purchase two real talents (Roman coins) for a special presentation by the pastor.

Action 9-13  Session approved presenting to the Congregation the 2005 General Operating Fund Budget (working draft) as a goal for the 2005 Stewardship Campaign.  

Action9-14  Session approved the Agenda for the Congregational Meeting on October 17th to be:  Election of Church Officers to the Session and Deacon’s Classes of 2007, Sale of Church property – Bethany House., and a report on calling an Associate Pastor. 

Action 9-15  Session approved the use of the Social Hall on December 11, 2005 from 12:00 to 5:00 pm by the New Vista Ranch for their Annual Christmas Party.  
Action 9-16  Session approved the sale of the Church’s three 15-passenger vans to Amazing Grace per their proposal as amended in discussion.
LAST ITEM:  SUMMARY of SESSION ACTIONS
The Minutes:

A stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Las Vegas, Nevada, was held this date at 6:30 pm in the Great Room of the Multi-purpose building.  

With and in the presence of Jesus Christ, these Elders were present and constituted a quorum:

      Martha Brigham, Jim Houston-Hencken, Mary Kay Keiser, Jan Kluever, Stacie Murphy, Mary Muse, Alice Oiler, David Palmer, Wayne Petersen, Ted Phillips, Kerry Radke, Phyllis Reaney, Arthur Ritter, Joyce Rose, William Schrader, Burt Slemmons, Ann Snavely, Jim Stuhmer, Charlie Vaughn, Peter Wilson, and Lynne Zenier.  

(Absent and excused were:  Elders Joe Kern, Sherrie Miles-Syverson, and Lynda Wohletz.)
Visitors:  Elder Robert Reaney, Ms Lou Pennebaker, and Ms Megan McCoy.

Pastor Jim Houston-Hencken, Moderator of Session, opened the meeting with prayer. 

Administrative motions, as one (M/S/P).  Session:

· Accepted the agenda.

· Granted privilege to the floor to those visitors requesting time to speak.

· Excused absent members.

Devotional:  Elder David Palmer presented a devotional on John 14:27 – “Flying First Class.”

CLERK’S REPORT  
Approval of past meeting minutes:

· Minutes of the August 23, 2004 Stated Meeting of Session were approved. 

Correspondence and Documents:  
· Letter from Las Vegas Overeaters Anonymous Inter group requesting facility space for meetings – referred to the Service Commission.

· Thank-you card from Susan Montoya-Sledge was read and circulated to the Session.

Report from the Commissioners to the Nevada Presbytery  
· Elder Commissioner Jim Stuhmer – Beautiful place, service, hospitality, and presentation to Gino Maini for his work with Amazing Grace.  Long drive!  Next meeting in Hawthorn, NV.

· Elder Commissioner Art Ritter – Little information of substance on the actions of General Assembly.  Reported the defeat of the existing Book of Order prohibition against practicing homosexuals holding office by 4 of 500 votes and mentioned the issue of disinvestments from companies doing business with the Israeli Army.  Wonderful hosting, food, care, and cowboy poetry.

· Elder Commissioner Jim Houston-Hencken -- Remarks are included in the Pastor’s report.

PASTOR'S REPORT/Session Training:  Senior Pastor Jim Houston-Hencken reported:  
· Session Training:  In Executive Session, Pastor Jim covered a recent incident and its handling.  
· The Church will host a cooperative service to pray for the victims of the recent Florida hurricanes, October 3 at 6pm.  World-wide Communion will be served and the whole offering will go to the churches in Florida that were impacted by the Hurricanes.  

· Mr. Duke Simms, a former professional baseball player and currently involved with the Young Readers Council – a young peoples’ reading program in the schools, has asked for a “Minute for Mission” to appeal for support to that ministry.

Action Item 9-1  Session to approve a “Minute for Mission” for Duke Simms October 3rd in the morning worship services to explain the Young Readers Council ministry.  Passed.
· Gino and Susan Maini’s service to Amazing Grace was remembered at Presbytery and now this ministry asks for Session’s authority for three elders from this Church to administer the Sacrament of Communion for them.

Action Item 9-2  Session to approve Elders James Stuhmer, Nola Asher, and Robert Eaton, under the supervision of Elder Lee Styer, CLP, to administer the Sacrament of Communion during Amazing Grace Ministries worship services at times and places of this Ministry’s determination.  Passed.
· There is a need to extend the Board of Deacons to its new limit (24 members) and to appoint or elect an associate Pastor Nominating Committee.  This could be included in the up-coming Congregational meeting October 21 as the details are worked out.
· The Wednesday night New Membership class has been very successful.  New members will be received in the worship services Sunday, October 3, 2004.

· Jeff and Marianna Phillips, two new members who will be joining the church on October 3rd are presenting their children, Madilyn and Nathan for baptism on that date.  These children are the grandchildren of member Joanne Hylton.     
Action Item 9-3  Session to approve baptism of Madilyn Phillips and Nathan Phillips, during the worship services on Sunday, October 3, 2004.  Passed.
· The Youth Director Search Committee needs to be expanded as demanded by its workload.  Additional members are solicited!
· The Support Commission reviewed and decided to accept and repair a donated Ford Explorer to be retained for Church use or for subsequent sale.

Action Item 9-4  Session to authorize $1800 for repair of the donated Ford Explorer. Passed.
· At Presbytery:
· The Trustees approved the sale of Bethany House, as we requested.

· The Committee on Ministry approved the search for and addition of an Associate Pastor, as we requested.  So the process starts.
· The Hungarian Ministry was reviewed and a development plan devised.
Hungarian ministry.  In Executive Session, Session received and discussed this ministry report and Presbytery’s plan of action..
Staff Reports.  

· Children and Family Ministries report.  Ms Lou Pennebaker reported that the new Children’s Ministries Welcome Center is working fine and that their are about 55 children in Sunday School on average.  
· Youth Ministries report  Ms Megan McCoy reported that Youth ministries is serving about 30 to 35 youth in its activities.  There is an opportunity to reach a significant number of young adults by hosting a very big youth seminar this spring.  Its former local sponsor has had to withdraw.  

Action Item 9-5  Session to approve hosting CORE on Saturday, March 5, 2005 from 8:00am to 4:00pm in the Chapel, Great Room, and Fireside Room.  Passed.
WORSHIP AND PROCLAMATION COMMISSION 

Minutes of this Commission’s meeting on August 30, 2004 (attached) were presented for incorporation into the Session Minutes.  These minutes noted and brought the following:

Action Taken 9-6  For the Session, the Worship Commission decided to record one worship service each Sunday and keep the tape for one year.  (To reduce the tape storage need.)

Action Taken 9-7  For the Session, the Worship Commission decided that if there is a baptism, the family will receive a tape of the service.  

Action Taken 9-8  For the Session, the Worship Commission decided to dim the lights in the choir loft before the sermon.  (To reduce the heat in the choir loft.)
Action Item 9-9  Session to approve an Impact Service Concert Event on Sunday, January 9, 2005 featuring: Shaun Grove in concert, a cost budget not to exceed $3000, the concert to be funded with ticket sales, and the proceeds to go to the Church General Fund.  Session also approves a pre-revenue expenditure of a $1000 guarantee to meet the contract deadline.  Passed.
Baptisms, weddings, new members, and other Church membership status changes.  Preparatory actions and data regarding membership roll changes were forwarded to the Membership Committee for action.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH COMMISSION

This Commission met on September 7, 2004, but no written minutes were presented to Session.  Elder Martha Brigham, Vice Moderator, reported that their meeting focused entirely on completing their budget input -- which they did and subsequently submitted to the treasurer.  
SERVICE COMMISSION

Minutes of this Commission’s meeting on September 13, 2004 (attached) were presented for incorporation into the Session Minutes.  These minutes brought no action items to Session, but requested that $1000 be included in the 2005 general fund budget for unnamed programs of the Service Commission in 2005.  This generalized request made due to the shortness of time to prepare an exhaustive program plan.  It was immediately accepted and incorporated into the draft operating fund budget for 2005 by the Treasurer.

Board of Deacons 

Minutes for the Deacons’ meeting on September 21, 2004, were received, as presented.  These minutes brought:   
Action Item 9-10  Session to approve the Deacons request for a “Minute for Mission” to announce their “Warm Up the Homeless” drive and ask for donations of clothing, and for its announcement in the Bulletin for the four weeks of October.  Approved without objection.
SUPPORT COMMISSION

Minutes of this Commission’s meeting on September 13, 2004 (attached) were presented for incorporation into the Session Minutes.  For the Session, the Support Commission decided to propose spending up to $2,000 to make a donated 1993 Ford Explorer serviceable.  (Addressed and resolved in the Pastor’s report, above.)  Additionally, these minutes brought these items to Session: 

Action Taken 9-11  For the Session, the Support Commission will begin paying down the principle of the $37,000 loan from Presbytery (plus 4.0 percent interest on the outstanding balance) over the next ten years.

Action Taken 9-12  For the Session, the Support Commission shall receive donations of up to $500 (already pledged) to purchase two real talents (Roman coins) for a special presentation by the pastor.

Stewardship Team Report:  Minutes of its August 22, 2004 meeting – including its preliminary campaign plan -- were received.
Finance Report:  The financial report was presented by Elder Robert Reaney.  He reported that the church is in increasingly good financial shape.  Elder Reaney also presented the 2005 General Fund Operating Budget (working draft) and brought this action: 

Action Item 9-13  Session to approve presenting to the Congregation the 2005 General Operating Fund Budget (working draft) as a goal for the 2005 Stewardship Campaign.  Passed.  Session noted that there are two other budgets for 2005:  Mission Giving and Capital Improvement/Debt Reduction which have been and will be separately subscribed with the Congregation.
Personnel Report:  None was presented.
Project NEON:  A public hearing meeting will occur in the Clark County Government Center on Thursday, September 30, from 4pm to 7pm.  All are encouraged to attend this review of the project and its impact on the Church campus.

SESSION, AS A COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE:

Administrative Action:  Session to incorporate the Commission Minutes into the minutes of this meeting and to receive the Ministries’ reports, Deacons’ minutes, and all items of information.  Passed.  
Old Business:  
Action Item 9-14  Session to approve the Agenda for the Congregational Meeting on October 17th to be:  Election of Church Officers to the Session and Deacon’s Classes of 2007, Sale of Church property – Bethany House., and a report on calling an Associate Pastor. 
New Business:  
· Members Don and Bernetta Cooper requested that the Church sponsor and permit New Vista Ranch to have their Christmas Part in the Church Social Hall again this year as has been our custom.
Action Item 9-15  Session to approve the use of the Social Hall on December 11, 2005 from 12:00 to 5:00 pm by the New Vista Ranch for their Annual Christmas Party.  Approved without objection.
· A proposal was received from Amazing Grace Ministries to buy the Church’s three 15-passenger vans for their ministry’s use.  Essentially, these vans will be titled to and insured by Amazing Grace but maintained and stored at the Church and available for Church use, schedule permitting per the requirements of their insurance policy.
Action Item 9-16  Session to approve the sale of the Church’s three 15-passenger vans to Amazing Grace per their proposal (as amended in discussion).  Passed. 
Amazing Grace’s proposal was made by letter.  The proposal was discussed in Session and approved as amended to be:
1.  Amazing Grace will purchase from First Presbyterian Church the Church’s three 15-passenger vans for $1.00 each.
2.  Amazing Grace will pay all title and registration fees related to the ownership transfer.

3.  Amazing Grace will secure insurance for these vans effective the date of transfer. 
4.  Amazing Grace will replace on these vans the First Presbyterian church logo with its own logo.
5.  Amazing Grace will park these vans on First Presbyterian Church property in spaces designated by the Church for that purpose.
6.  Amazing Grace will also park its shuttle on First Presbyterian Church property with the vans in space designated by the Church for that purpose. 
7.  If there is no conflict with Amazing Grace’s use of these vans, First Presbyterian church may have access to and use of the vans -- as long as the Church’s use fulfills the van insurance requirements and/or conditions.  These vans are not intended for use outside the Las Vegas valley.
There being no further business, Pastor Houston-Hencken adjourned the meeting with the Session and its visitors standing together in prayer and singing the Doxology.

Submitted, together with the Commission minutes which were incorporated herein by Session and which are attached.
In His Name and In His Service,

Arthur W. Ritter

Clerk of Session







