FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, Las Vegas Nevada

Stated Meeting of Session

May 23, 2005
SUMMARY of SESSION ACTIONS (see the details and discussion in the minutes, below):
· Action 5-1:  Session decided that it would not meet in June, but would meet next on the fourth Monday of July (July 25, 2005), as has been its summer custom.  
· Action Taken 5-2:  For Session, the Worship and Proclamation approved having Communion in the Impact Service on May 8, 2005.
· Action Taken 5-3:  For Session, the Worship and Proclamation approved for Session allowing the graduating Seniors assist in serving Communion on June 5th as has been our custom.
· Information Item 5-4:  For Session, the Worship and Proclamation appointed a committee, consisting of Bill Schrader, Alice Oiler and Clark Trapp, to study and recommend new / updated policy and guidelines for Weddings and Funerals conducted in First Presbyterian Church. 
· Action Taken5-5:  For Session, the Spiritual Growth Commission approved a request for the Summerlin Presbyterian Church Youth Group to hold a Car Wash on our campus Saturday, May 21 to raise funds for their mission trip to Russia.
· Action Taken5-6:  For Session, the Spiritual Growth Commission approved a request to establish a Young Adult Bible Study beginning in August.
· Action Taken 5-7:  For Session, the Support Commission approved that the Treasurer may begin to draw on the reserve of the Remediation Fund, as was its design, to supplement shortfalls in the summer month remediation pledge fulfillment to ensure the agreed payment of $4000 per month.
· Action Taken 5-8:  For Session, the Support Commission decided that the church will not agree at this time to the zoning change proposal made by Media Advertising, Inc. and will communicate this decision to Media Advertising, Inc.
· Action 5-9:  At the request of the Hungarian Ministry, Session rescinded its March action that would have committed the Session to appeal to the Congregation for financial support of this ministry.  The Church will continue to nest this ministry – which is this ministry’s desire.
· Action Item 5-10:  Session approved for membership:  William Purcell, Jennifer Moore, Andrew Freeman, Katy Freeman, Linda Stratton, Janet Darwin, Leo Borns, and Susan Borns -- and if the way be clear, to include in this approval Michael Caldwell, subject to a subsequent meeting with Pastor Houston-Hencken.
· Action Item 5-11:  Session approval for baptism:

· Jackson McCoy Freeman, son of Andrew Coy Freeman and Katy Anne Freeman, now members of the Church, during worship services of the Church on July 17, 2005.

· Derek Stratton, son of Linda Stratton, now a member of the Church, during worship services of the Church, as will be arranged. 

· Action Item 5-12:  Session approved the request for a Letter of Transfer of Debbie Allen’s membership to Green Valley Presbyterian Church, Henderson, NV.
· Information Item 5-13:  Session noted that there was no confirmation class this year due to logistical problems.  There will be a confirmation class during the upcoming school year and that our new youth director Daniel Webb will be playing a key role in planning it.
· Information Item 5-14:  Session noted that the Board of Deacons has decided to end the Bethany House Ministry and begin Transitional House Mission Support, as follows:
· That the Bethany House Ministry conducted by the Board of Deacons, First Presbyterian Church of Las Vegas, shall be discontinued.  

· In place of that ministry, transitional housing assistance shall be made available to members of the Congregation and the community through the mission support of the transitional housing program administered by outside organizations – mainly Lutheran Social Services, at this time.  

· This decision to interact with and support Lutheran Social Services must be reevaluated on an annual basis.  

· The Bethany House committee will meet on an on-going basis to monitor this mission.

· Action Item 5-15:  Session regretfully received Deacon Judy Rodgers’ letter of resignation from the Board of Deacons.  Her replacement in the class of 2006 was passed as an action on behalf of the Congregation to the Church Officer Nominating Committee.
· Information Item 5-16:  Session noted that Deacon Joey Carlston has verbally offered his resignation from the Board of Deacons.  After discussion of the practicalities of, and probable timeline for, electing a replacement for what would be the few months that would remain in his 2005 term, Session took no action on this offer.
LAST ITEM:  SUMMARY of SESSION ACTIONS
The Minutes:

The stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Las Vegas, Nevada, was held on this date at 6:30 pm in the Great Room of the Multi-purpose building.  
On this evening, with and in the presence of Jesus Christ, these members of Session were present and constituted a quorum:  Elders Char Hejmanowski, James Houston-Hencken (Moderator), Mary Kay Keiser, Jan Kluever, Kevin McDonald, Richard Miller, Mary Muse, Alice Oiler, David Palmer, Kerry Radke, Phyllis Reaney, James (Jerry) Sanders, William Schrader, James Stuhmer, Max Templeton, Clark Trapp, Charlie Vaughn, Robert Weedon, Peter Wilson, and Lynne Zenier.
(Absent and excused were:  Elders Ted Phillips, Cindy Province, Joyce Rose, Burt Slemmons, and Lynda Wohletz.)

Visitors included:  Corporate and Session Officers:  Elders Wayne Petersen (Corporation President and Resident Agent), Robert Reaney (Treasurer of the Corporation), and Arthur Ritter (Secretary of the Corporation and Clerk of Session); Church Staff members: Ms Lou Pennebaker and Megan McCoy; and our guest speaker, Ms Linda Lera-Randel-El.  
The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator of Session, Pastor James Houston-Hencken.  Session agreed to:

· Excuse its Members who are absent from this meeting, 

· Recognize and welcome its visitors, and 

· Grant Privilege to the Floor to those visitors who have requested time to speak. 
Devotional.  Elder Jan Kluever, Support Commission presented a devotional on What Makes Us Part of the Family of God.  This was a condensed version of the homily she presented during the Impact Worship Service, Sunday evening, May 22.   We are all children of God (He has no grandchildren) some have come before and some have come after others.  But what part do we play in the body of Christ?  How do we relate to the other parts of the family?  The members responded.  After elaborating on those challenges, Elder Kluever ended with a loving prayer. 
The Moderator requested that an item of New Business be acted at this point:  
Action 5-1:  That Session would not meet in June, but would meet next on the fourth Monday of July (July 25, 2005), as has been its summer custom.  M/S/Passed  

Noting this action, the Moderator recognized that this would be the last Session meeting for Elder Ritter as Clerk of Session, who had agreed to continue as Clerk from January 2005 until Elder Char Hejmanowski could begin serving in July.  The Moderator announced that Elder Ritter’s service would be recognized before the Congregation during Sunday worship and presented a cake this evening to commemorate this event.  “Mr. Clerk” responded with his thanks for Session’s loving and patient support during his term, expressed his commitment and willingness to continue serving the Church as God would lead.  He then cut and shared the cake with Session. 
CLERK’S REPORT.  
Consent Agenda  Elder Ritter presented, explained, and brought this consent agenda for Session approval.  
1. Session to approve the Minutes of its Stated Meeting, April 25, 2005.  (Removed for separate discussion.)
2. Session to approve the Minutes of its Called Meeting, May 2, 2005.
3. Session incorporates the Worship and Proclamation Commission meeting minutes, May 2, 2005.
4. Session to incorporate the Service Commission meeting minutes, May 9, 2005.
5. Session to incorporate the Support Commission meeting minutes, May 9, 2005.
6. Session to incorporate the Spiritual Growth Commission meeting minutes, May 16, 2005.
7. Session to receive the Board of Deacons meeting minutes, May 17, 2005 (if received as a handout).
8. Session to receive Staff, Committee, Task Force, and Corporation reports, as have been presented to Session in the study book for this meeting. 
9. Action Taken 5-2:  For Session, the Worship and Proclamation approved having Communion in the Impact Service on May 8, 2005.
10. Action Taken 5-3:  For Session, the Worship and Proclamation approved allowing the graduating Seniors assist in serving Communion on June 5th as has been our custom.
11. Information Item 5-4:  For Session, the Worship and Proclamation appointed a committee, consisting of Bill Schrader, Alice Oiler and Clark Trapp, to study and recommend, as needed, new, updated policy and guidelines for Weddings and Funerals conducted in First Presbyterian Church. 
12. Action Taken5-5:  For Session, the Spiritual Growth Commission approved a request for the Summerlin Presbyterian Church Youth Group to hold a Car Wash on our campus Saturday, May 21 to raise funds for their mission trip to Russia.
13. Action Taken5-6:  For Session, the Spiritual Growth Commission approved a request to establish a Young Adult Bible Study beginning in August.
14. Action Taken 5-7:  The Support Commission approved for Session that the Treasurer may begin to draw on the reserve of the Remediation Fund, as was its design, to supplement shortfalls in the summer month remediation pledge fulfillment to ensure the agreed payment of $4000 per month.
15. Action Taken 5-8:  For Session, the Support Commission decided that the church will not agree at this time to the zoning change proposal made by Media Advertising, Inc. and will communicate this decision to Media Advertising, Inc.
 (Passed as presented, except for Item 1)
Administrative Action on Item 1 from the Consent Agenda:  Session to approve the Minutes of its Stated Meeting, April 25, 2005.  Two corrections were suggested and made, these minutes were approved. 
Guest Speaker.  At the request of Elder Mary Kay Keiser and the Moderator, founder and Director of Straight From The Streets, Linda Lera-Randel-El presented information on homelessness in Las Vegas valley and how her organization deals with it -- as a talk and in question / answer format.  The Clerk will circulate his notes to the Session separatly from the minutes.  No action was requested or taken, as this is part of a larger information-gathering effort of Session leading to appropriate action regarding the homeless in our valley – in our neighborhood – and on our campus.  

Correspondence and Documents  Elder Ritter presented, explained, and brought the following items:
· A letter from Green Valley PC requesting a Letter of Transfer for Debbie Allen’s membership from our church to theirs. (acted below).
· A letter from the Presbytery of Nevada announcing a special meeting in Reno Thursday to call Edward Hilton as Designated Pastor/Tentmaker for the Truckee Lutheran/Presbyterian church in Truckee, CA – and requesting prayerful support if attendance was not feasible. 

PASTOR and STAFF MINISTRIES REPORTS.
Pastor’s Report  Pastor Houston-Hencken presented, explained, and brought the following items:
· Announced that Jody Baker, member of the Church had been hired as Building and Grounds Maintenance Manager. 
· Announced his summer plans which include both study and vacation time (departing June 5 and returning for the weekend of July 2-4).  The pulpit will be filled by the Reverend Linda Kelly (June 5 and 12), Commissioned Lay Pastor Lee Styer June 19), and Elder Pat Goodall (June 26).
Hungarian Ministry Report   Pastor Houston-Hencken reported that, despite discussion with Presbytery, this ministry’s request for use of our facilities only -- and not for any financial support had not changed since last month.   This report brought this action , which had been tabled in April:
Action 5-9:  A motion to rescind Session’s March action that would commit Session to appeal to the Congregation for financial support of this ministry (Action 3-9, quoted below for information).
Passed.
Action 3-9:  Session commits itself to fund-raising efforts within the Congregation to support the nested Hungarian ministry -- with the goal of these efforts to raise, as follows:
        For 2005, up to $500 per month for twelve months (a total of up to $6000 for 2005).  
        For 2006, up to $200 per month for the first six months (a total of up to $1,200 for 2006).  
After June, 2006 (at the end of the grant), the Session will no longer actively raise financial support for this ministry.
Staff Reports: 

Ms Lou Pennebaker presented the Children and Family Ministries report.  The summer children’s program will have an “ARKade” theme and will occur during the 10:30 worship hour.  During the 9:00 worship hour, the children will attend the regular worship service with their families.   Vacation Bible School will run Monday (Aug 15) through Friday (August 19).
The Moderator presented the Youth Ministries report.  Calvin Crest will pilot a counselor training program at First Presbyterian Church before the counselors go to camp.  This is to correct a recurring problem of presenting the training on arrival day – before they arrive.   
Worship and Proclamation Commission Issues  Addressed in the consent agenda.
Baptisms, Weddings, and Membership  Elder William Schrader, Committee Chair reported that a successful membership class had been recently held, and recommended membership for the following:
· William Purcell
· Jennifer Moore

· Andrew Freeman

· Katy Freeman

· Linda Stratton

· Janet Darwin

· Leo Borns

· Susan Borns
· Michael Caldwell

Action Item 5-10:  Session to approve these for membership, and if the way be clear, to include in this approval Michael Caldwell, subject to a subsequent meeting with Pastor Houston-Hencken. 
· The Moderator announced for Session approval two requests for baptism:

· Jackson McCoy Freeman, son of Andrew Coy Freeman and Katy Anne Freeman, now members of the Church, during worship services of the Church on July 17, 2005.

· Derek Stratton, son of Linda Stratton, now a member of the Church, during worship services of the Church, as will be arranged. 

Action Item 5-11:  Approved.
· The Clerk presented Green Valley Presbyterian Church’s request for a Letter of Transfer for Debbie Allen to their church for Session approval.  
Action Item 5-12:  Approved.

Spiritual Growth Commission Issues  Elder Kevin McDonald, Commission Vice Moderator, and the Pastor discussed:
Information Item 5-13:  There was no confirmation class this year due to logistical problems.  There will be a confirmation class during the upcoming school year and our new youth director Daniel Webb will be playing a key role in planning it.
Service Commission Issues  Addressed in the consent agenda.
Board of Deacons Issues  Elder Jim Stuhmer, Session Representative to the Board brought:

Information Item 5-14:  Session to note that the Board of Deacons has decided to end the Bethany House Ministry and begin Transitional House Mission Support, as follows: 

· That the Bethany House Ministry conducted by the Board of Deacons, First Presbyterian Church of Las Vegas, shall be discontinued.  

· In place of that ministry, transitional housing assistance shall be made available to members of the Congregation and the community through the mission support of the transitional housing program administered by outside organizations – mainly Lutheran Social Services, at this time.  

· This decision to interact with and support LSS must be reevaluated on an annual basis.  

· The Bethany House committee will meet on an on-going basis to monitor this mission.

Action Item 5-15:  Session regretfully received Deacon Judy Rodgers presented a letter of resignation to the Board of Deacons – which was presented in turn to Session.  Her replacement in the class of 2006 was passed as an action on behalf of the Congregation to the Church Officer Nominating Committee. 
Information Item 5-16:  Session noted that Deacon Joey Carlston verbally offered his resignation from the Board of Deacons.  After discussion of the practicalities of, and probable timeline for, electing a replacement for what would be the few months that would remain in his 2005 term, Session took no action.  
Mission Outreach Committee Issues  Elder James Stuhmer, Committee Chair, reported the mission giving to date and the Church’s participation in Crop Walk (23 walked and raised $1604). 
Support Commission Issues  Addressed in the consent agenda.
Stewardship Team Issues  No report.
Financial Report  Elder Bob Reaney, Corporation Treasurer, presented the monthly financial report for April.  
Personnel Report  Elder David Palmer, Committee Chair, announced with thanksgiving that there was nothing to report.

Project NEON Report  Elder Charlie Vaughn, Committee Chair noted that there had been no returned communication from the project and announced his intent is to visit the local office to seek information on our inquiries.
Session, as a Committee of the Whole  
Church Officer Nominating Committee Report.  Elder Peter Wilson, Committee Chair, reported:

· While there is no problem finding prospective Elders, there is a problem recruiting Deacons.  This may be a function of a perceived overwhelming workload resulting from the Parish ministry program.  Pastor Houston-Hencken to discuss this with the Deacons, but Session was urged to join with the Deacons in this ministry -- to lead, recruit, and organize parish members (and others) to serve parish needs, as they emerge.  Elder Wilson urged each Session member to grow/recruit their replacement.  Pastor Houston-Hencken to discuss workload with the Moderator of the Board of Deacons.
Assess the spiritual state of the Congregation  Pastor Houston-Hencken presented a positive assessment of the Congregation and noted the indicators of its spiritual growth.  He noted the challenges and response to learning and prayer opportunities and that the summer lectionary will provide challenges to learn across the church -- at the family level.
Prayer for the Spiritual State of the Congregation  Done in the closing prayer.
Old Business  The Clerk requested the status of these items:
· Status of Mr. William Scott’s offer of association with the church for the purpose of establishing an evening of “studies, life skills development, and dialogical sessions on the real depths of human development” for the entire community.  (Referred to the Spiritual Growth Commission and the Pastor for study and disposition.)   No action yet.
· Status of “On Being a Welcoming Church” – a discussion with a visitor in the March Session Meeting.  (Referred to the Commissions for action in that meeting, email to Session members, Apr 6, 2005).   Action at the congregational level – the membership class indicated that the positive and friendly attitude was a big part of their decision to seek membership. 
· On behalf of Richard Kimmel and Alan Bowers, Elder Ritter again challenged the Session to continue thinking about where the Church should be aiming its activities over the next year and next several years – and what few, important activities are important to publicize to the community and to the Congregation.  Pastor Houston-Hencken presented his ideas on a logo for the church taking advantage of the existing cross motif on the Charleston elevation.
New Business  Addressed above. 
At 9:35pm, seeing no further business, the Moderator closed the meeting with prayer, the Session standing together and holding hands. 
Submitted, together with the Commission minutes which were incorporated herein by Session and which are attached.

In His Name and In His Service,

Arthur W. Ritter

Clerk of Session






