FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, Las Vegas Nevada

Stated Meeting of the Congregation 

October 17, 2004

Public notice having been given on the two successive Sundays preceding, the Congregation of First Presbyterian Church gathered in the Sanctuary, following its morning worship services this day, in the presence of Jesus Christ, for its Stated Congregational Meeting.

The Moderator, Senior Pastor James Houston-Hencken called the Congregation to order and opened the meeting with prayer for God’s blessing as the Congregation addressed and disposed of the three Agenda items announced for consideration.
The Clerk of Session requested the active members of the Church stand and established that a quorum of members was present – together with and in the presence of Jesus Christ.

1.  Election of Church Officers.  The Moderator introduced Elder Sherrie Miles-Syverson, the chair of the Nominating committee who brought the report of the Church Officer Nominating Committee of the Congregation.  
The report brought a slate of nominees for the Office of Elder.
· For the Class of 2007:  Charlotte (Char) Hejmanowski, Richard Miller, Cynthia (Cindy) Province, Kerry Radke, James Sanders, Clarence (Max) Templeton III, Clark Trapp, and Robert (Bob) Weedon.
· To fill an unexpired term in the Class of 2005:  Kevin McDonald.

There were no nominations from the floor.  This slate was unanimously elected.
The report also brought a slate of nominees for the Office of Deacon.

· For the Class of 2007:  Theda (Kay) Grinnell, Adrienne O’Donoghue, Karel Palmer, Georgia Ritter, Lois Troescher, and Janice Wurzburger.
There were no nominations from the floor.  This slate was unanimously elected.

2.  Sale of Church Property.  The Moderator brought a report from the Board of Deacons and the Session regarding the sale of Bethany House, used to provide housing assistance to a family, and the use of the proceeds from this sale to fund this same mission through organizations better equipped to provide housing assistance and other related services to more families -- at less cost to the Church.  The Moderator reviewed the process, the intent of Session and the Board of Deacons regarding the manner of sale, and the progress along the process to date.  Presbytery has agreed to the sale.  The Congregation must also agree to the sale.  This report brought the following action:

· Action:  The Congregation to approve the sale of the Bethany house with the proceeds to be used to provide housing assistance to families in need.

There was no discussion.  This action passed unanimously. 
3.  Report on the election of an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee of the Congregation.  The Moderator brought the report from the Session regarding the need, process, and progress to date on the call of an Associate Pastor.  Based on the Session’s assessment of a need to add an Associate Pastor next year – which is funded in the 2005 operating budget – the Congregation must establish an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee to define the Church’s need and establish a job description for the position and a description of the Church, conduct the search, and present a candidate(s) to the Church so the Congregation may issue a call.  Presbytery must agree to and supervise this process.  Presbytery has agreed to the need and will supervise the process.  A draft position description has been forwarded to the Personnel Committee and will be forwarded to the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee when they are formed.   Nominees are being sought for service on this committee as announced from the pulpit and in the bulletin.  When a slate is ready, a Congregational meeting will be held (in November) to elect the Committee.  The Moderator noted that an additional slate of Deacons would also be presented to fill the need and authorization given in the most recent amendment to the bylaws. 
Three spoke in response to this report.
· Elder (elect) Kevin McDonald asked about the job description.  Its content and development process were amplified.  Currently, the Associate Pastor will be expected to provide pastoral care and visitation, encourage programs and projects enriching Congregational life and service with the Deacons and small groups, preach and teach, and evangelize in the community.
· Elder Bob McNutt spoke to the need for an associate pastor and encouraged the Congregation to have faith in themselves to support this Pastor and ministries.

· Elder Arthur Ritter spoke to the need to support this position in the budget and to pledge generously to provide for this position and these ministries.
No vote was taken on this issue, as this was an informational report.
Seeing no other business, the Moderator adjourned the Annual Meeting of the Congregation with prayer.

Submitted In His Name and In His service,

Arthur W. Ritter,

Clerk of Session

